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HSMO&ANDUM FOS; Honorable McGcorgo Bundy 

Special Assistant to the President 


IIS; Public Availability c i Materials Delivered to the 
National Archives by the President's Gornmisaloa 
cn the Assassination of President Kennedy, 


The Department Of Justice has completed the study, requested 
by you in your memorandum of January 15, 1965, concerning the 
advisability of modifying the usual restrictions which would govera 
tho availability to the public of materials delivered to tho National 
Archives by the President's Commission on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy, la she course of this study, the Deportment 
cf Justice has obtained the views of the President's Commission, 
eho Archivist of the United States, the interested Federal agencies 
cod the Dallas Police Department, 

Under normal regulations governing access to materials 
deposited la the National Archives, materials arc made available 
lo any competent adult with a definite, serious reason for requesting 
access, unless there lo in effect aa overtoils,,; restriction oa dis- 
closure or disclosure would violate obvious requirements of public 
policy or propriety. With respect to iaveatigativo reports furnished 
, to tho Pres Ideas' o Cornraisaioii by Federal agencies, the relevant 
restriction to a rule of nondisclosure for a period of 75 yearn 
voices the agency ia which tho report originated authorizes 

7 bo Chief justice has Informed ma la a letter dated April 5, 
1965, chat tho resident's Commission concluded, after full con- 
ciidcratlca, that tho public availability of the Commission's records 
was a matter to bo resolved by tho Attorney General and tho 
originating cgesclco in accordance with established law and policies 
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oZ tho C^vernmoat* According to the Chief Justice, tho Comminaloa 
esaumea tact these determinations would be made in light of *’cha 
overriding consideration of tho fullest possible* disclosure, " More® 

of its 



£~ses on fac viewa o* tho Commission end tho recommendations 
^ ederal agencies Involved (summarized in tho Attachment to 
sms letter),^ tho Department of Justice believes that there should bo 
some modification of the normal procedures of the National Archives* 
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Department recommends that the following procedures be adopted 
* to accomplish the moat complete disclosure consistent with 
gUimatc interests: 

^ , ** material furnished to the President’s Commission by tho 
EaUaa police Department and the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service should be made available to the public on a regular basis, • 
since beta agencies fcavo authorized full disclosure. 
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Investigative reports and related materials furnished to the 


k « cement s Commission by other Federal agencies should bo adrninls® 
t^red .a accordance with the existing regulations pf the National Archives, 
* agencies should be requested to examine the materials furnished 

*7 wath a view to authorizing the immediate disclosure cn a 
segul~r basis of os much of the materials as possible, (Whore 
**»..wi..aio originated with an agency other than the otto furnishing 
them to too Commission, tho decision regarding disclosure* should 
by tho originating • agency. ) Tho following guidelines should 
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Statutory requirements of nondisclosure should bo 
observed; 


b. Security classification® should be respected, but tho 
agency responsible for the classification should con® 
eider whether the classification can be eliminated or 
graded daws consistently with the national security; 
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AM unclassified material which haa been disclosed 
verbatim or la a abate nee in the Report of the 
President's Commission or accompanying published 
documents should bo made available to the public on 
a regular basic, (la this connection, it should bo 
noted that the Archivist has advised that a final 
determination cf which reporta have been published 
in whole or in part, verbatim or ia substance, will 
sc: be available before 1966.) 

Unclassified material which has cot already been die** 
closed In another form should be made available to tho 
public on a regular basis unless disclosure 

1) will be detrimental to the admicistrotioa 
end enforcement of the laws and regulations 
cf the United States cad its agencies; 

' 2) may reveal the identity of confidential • 
sources cf information or the nature of 
confidential methods of acquiring Infor- 
mation, and thereby prevent or limit the 
use cf the some or similar sources and 
methods la the future; 

£) may lead to the incorrect identification of 
sources of information and thereby embarrass 
Individuals or the agency involved; 

4) would be a source of embarrassment to 
V' innocent persons, who are the subject or 

source of the material iu question, because 
cl the fllsaemiaatlca of gossip and rumor or 

■ details of o personal nature having no signifi- 
cant connection With too assassination of the 
President; 
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5) will reveal material pertinent to the ' 'T~ . 

crimi na l prosecution of jack. i\uby ior 
• •, murder of Leo Harvey Oswald# *.v ** 

prior to tho iiital judicial deter^iaatica 

v ... of that case. ■ v V 

*. ‘V; ’■* * • ; ' 

•> " ' '• where cno of she above reasons for nondisclosure •: 

may apply, tho agency involved sfcouW weigh «uca _• v 

reason against the ’'overriding consideration of J - 
fullest possible disclosure" la dsaenatoinj whether 
: v or cot so authorise* disclosures 

c. Except la special coses, documents should ho with- 

hold or disclosed in their entirety* • •• ' 

S. Classified and unclassified material which Is not made avail* 
~^ c to si;o oablic should be reviewed, by the agency concerned ava 
I c *- 3 nnc ? j 4 cn years after tho initial examination has been completed, 
the criteria applied la the initial examination, outlined should 

aopHcd to deter cuiso whether changed circumstances will ?<**.*« t 
'•"*ther disclosure. Similar review© should bo undertaken at ten-year 

remainder of toe 73-y«r period of ««} beteuw. 
rhe Archivist should undertake to arrange for such review at tua 
appropriate tlmea. 

4. v.'hsis a rsquest »r limited disclosure of particular unclassified 
documents or t-routa ol documents la received by the Arcaiv.st, , s ® 
Should communicate such request to the agency cvr.cerned. wMch should 
consider the request to the light o£ the criteria 
vtherover eoaaiatont with those criteria, outoorize the iteited oU 
e'e-u-a reoue«ted. la the application of the criteria, consideration 
chould to given to the qualifications ol the person requesting disclosure 
cz& she purpose for which she request Is rcudo# 

It should fce noted that tho Archivist has indicated that the arranse- 
™~l preparation of an Inventory ol foe rnatcr.al turned over to toe 
Na^e-U'tochSvco by toe Proaldsnfs Commission wiU no: he completed 
rPae L ms. Accordingly. It to oallkcly that a review of the 
.1* ..t over to toe Commlenion by too vor.oua agencies can 

that date. It to cheated that toe Archivtot to ,■ 
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cah cd ta snake? arrangements with the various agencies for such 
review to j>o undertaken a? the earliest possible data, to fco carried 
cut ea as expedited basis. 

Tho Archivist has advised that the disposition of materials 
originating with the President’s Commission itself has been dis- 
cussed with Mr. &snUa cad shat a final decision to fccaa deferred 
until aster June L Ho has edvised also that pending a determination 
of the ownership cl physical exhibits, requests for access to them 
will he referred to the Department cf justice. While it is anticipated 
the: the fullest possible disclosure of these portions of the record wiU 
ho authorized* is accordance with the desires of the President’s 
Commission, the Cfiparcaccs believes that particular decisions as . ; 
to them should ezi ho made uaiii fcsformatica regarding them Ss .... 
cc ale ** W • ' v 


V* 


u i,;rssa procedures meet with your approval* this Department 
ccosarp iautrudiicru;. 


Awi’y •% 
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Attorns? 
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